
IFIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MESSAGE 
 

We welcome three new members to our Codes 
Committee. They are Tom Reinhardt, Skokie FD; Bernie 
Arends, Winnetka FD; and Dan Turner, New Lenox FD. All 
of our committees would welcome anyone who would like 
to attend, make our organization better, and help to 
improve the offerings to our membership. Those 
committees are Codes, Fire and Life Safety Education, 
and Social.  

  
The Board has had a busy month traveling for meetings. Mike Toika and Bob Morris attended the 
NFSA legislative reception in Springfield. Good discussions were held with the sprinkler industry, as 
well as with many local legislators. 
  
The following day they went to East Peoria to meet with the IBEW regarding fire alarm licensing, and 
then with staff at the Par a Dice hotel, which will be where our 2017 and 2018 conferences will be 
held. As that was going on, Dan Riordan was in Springfield meeting with the OSFM, and about 25 
other people, on sprinkler contractor licensing. This first meeting was a round table to discuss 
concerns and ideas regarding the sprinkler contract licensing act. 
  
We already have about 30 people signed up for the Combined Conference in East Peoria April 27 – 
29. Sign up now, through our website. The course schedule and descriptions should be out in 
approximately a week. 
  
We are excited to announce that we are hosting a one day Fireworks Training for The Code Official 
seminar in Addison, on May 9th. It will be presented by Gregg Smith, the Safety Program Manager of 
the American Pyrotechnics Association. Registration can be done through our website. A flyer with 
class details is attached. 
  
The February Society of Fire Protection Engineers meeting is quickly approaching. This year William 
Vogt and Mark Nielsen from the Chicago Fire Department will be presenting a talk on "Building 
Construction Fire Safety", on February 10th. For firefighters in uniform, the cost is only $15. Further 
information is on the attachment. 
  
From the NFPA: Have you ever wondered where NFPA gets their educational safety messages? Or 
how often they are updated? Well, we have a new infographic that details out the whole 
process!http://nfpa.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8351b9f3453ef01b7c802ff09970b-pi It's just in time too, 
because we are looking for your input! Accurate messaging is the heart of safety education. NFPA 
and life safety experts in the field work together to build strong messages that can be shared. We are 
currently looking for input and feedback on the 2015 Educational Desk 
Referencehttp://www.nfpa.org/emac as we work to produce the new 2016 edition. After you have 
looked through the 2015 edition, please download the form and submit any 
thoughtshttp://www.nfpa.org/emac you have for changes, updates, or additions by February 26, 2016! 
  
The Suburban Building Officials are hosting a training institute in Woodridge, on four Fridays 
beginning February 26th. Two days that may be of interest to our members would be the 2015 
International Existing Building Code, and Understanding NFPA 13D. The morning of the NFPA 13D 
class deals with plan review, and the afternoon will focus on inspections. See the attachment for 
additional information. 
  



One of our partners, the National Fire Sprinkler Association, states that the two day plan review class 
in Plainfield is closed, so another class has been scheduled. It is May 11-12, in Lockport. There are 
also openings for a Rough & Final Inspections for Fire Sprinkler Systems class on April 13th at the 
Mundelein Fire Department. See the attachments for information. 
  
A situation concerning elevator emergency phones was noted in one of the western suburbs. They 
received a call of people stuck in an elevator due to a power failure. The elevator phone did not work 
as the technology being used for it is VOIP - Voice Over Internet Protocol. When the elevator was 
inspected and tested, it was fine, as the phone was never tested in a power failure situation. Based 
on this you may want to check on how your elevator phones are transmitting signals, and also 
consider testing the phone in a power failure situation. 
  
There was a request from the Palatine Fire Department to gather information from anyone that 
charges false alarm fees. Forward any information to rmarek@palatine.il.us 
  
The Village of Roselle is looking to adopt the 2015 I-Codes. In an effort to not reinvent the wheel, if 
anyone has amend the IFC, and would like to share those amendments, please send them 
tormorris@roselle.il.us 
  
We continue to hear of fire extinguisher companies that are doing work without being properly 
licensed by the OSFM. Unless you are familiar with the companies doing work in your community, 
you should verify their credentials. Most recently a department found a current tag on an extinguisher 
that was empty. Company status can be found athttp://www.sfm.illinois.gov/Commercial/Fire-
Equipment-Distributors Due to the paperwork process of applications, this list is updated every week 
or two, so check back frequently. 
  
We hope to see you all at our next mini-seminar and monthly meeting on February 26th. The topic 
that morning will be Corrosion in Fire Sprinklers. 
  
 


