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       elcome to the Annual Illinois Fire Inspectors 
Association (IFIA) Fire and Life Safety Conference, as well as 
our first virtual conference.

Many hours of volunteer work go into making an event 
of this magnitude so there is something for everyone. We 
hope you leave with more information and/or ideas. 

The IFIA has been serving Illinois fire departments for over 
50 years, and we have been presenting annual conferences 
for more than 40 years. If this conference is not the 
longest running in the country, it certainly is at the very 
top. After so many years of successful conferences, it was 
disappointing that we were forced to cancel last year’s 
conference at the last minute. 

As you look over this program, please note that we have 
tried to keep your workday in mind. While the conference 
is five days, it starts at 0900 to allow you to handle some 
phone calls and emails, and it ends at noon each day. This 
should give you the rest of the day for your regular duties. 

If you have attended our conferences in the past, you will 
recall we provided dual Code and FLSE tracks. As this is 
our first venture in a virtual conference world, we did not 
want to over complicate things, so we did not schedule 
concurrent tracks. Two of the days will focus on FLSE topics 
and two days will focus on Code topics. The opening 
day concentrates on CRR and we believe this session will 
benefit everyone. 

Please understand that certificates are issued per person 
and can only be issued to the person who logs in. That is 
the only way that we have to track attendance. You must 
be logged on for 80% of the day in order to receive a 
certificate. 

Choose the budget and schedule that fits your needs best 
– one day, all five days, or the Codes or FLSE packages – 
which include the opening day. 

A Message from the Illinois Fire Inspectors Association 
Board of Directors

W Reduced Pricing!

Since this conference is virtual, we have 
been able to reduce the price the conference 
substantially. In addition, if multiple members 
of the same organization sign up together, 
we will reduce the cost even more. Consider 
the value of the conference being shown 
to multiple people on a large monitor in a 
meeting room. 

Conference Pricing!

IFIA Members 
All five days “best value” – $100 | $75*
Code or FLSE package – $75 | $60*
Code package is Monday, Thursday, and Friday
FLSE package is Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday
Any single day – $35 | $25* 
* Per person pricing if multiple members of the 
same organization sign up at the same time.

Non-IFIA Members
All five days “best value” – $150
Three days Codes or FLSE – $120
Code package is Monday, Thursday, and Friday
FLSE package is Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday
Any single day – $50

Register at www.IllinoisFireInspectors.org

Questions? Contact our office.
ifiafire@IllinoisFireInspectors.org | 224.387.3340

http://www.IllinoisFireInspectors.org
mailto:ifiafire%40IllinoisFireInspectors.org?subject=Conference%20Question
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The advantage of a virtual conference is that it provides 
a training opportunity for those who might not be able 
to attend an in-person conference. However, we strongly 
believe there are benefits that an in-person conference has 
to offer. To that end, we have penciled in dates in March of 
2022 to return to Par-a-Dice hotel. Our hope is that with a 
year of people having been vaccinated against the COVID 
19 virus, confidence returning for meeting in person, and 
better municipal budgets, we can continue our successful 
live events. 

We have conducted many successful virtual events over 
the past year. We strongly encourage your feedback of 
this conference event and any suggestions for ways that 
we might be able to combine an in-person and virtual 
conference in 2022. 

If you know anyone that could benefit from our conference 
please let them know about it.  There are many beneficial 
classes in both Code Enforcement and Education. We work 
to bring in subject matter experts for all classes, so you 
gain the highest level of expertise in the topics.  

This conference will count toward your continuing 
education hours needed for Illinois OSFM Inspector 1 and 
other certifications such as NFPA and ICC. 

The IFIA is a STATE organization. If you’d like to join the IFIA, 
or start a chapter in your local area, contact one of the Board 
members while you are here, or contact our office at ifiafire@
IllinoisFireInspectors.org, or 224-387-3340.

Lastly, if there is anything you feel the Association should 
be involved in, or if you would like to take an active role in 
any of the many projects we are involved with, contact a 
Board member or our office. 

ENJOY YOUR CONFERENCE!!!

Illinois Fire Inspectors Association
426 W Northwest Highway
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056
224.387.3340

ifiafire@illinoisfireinspectors.org       
www.illinoisfireinspectors.org

Robert Morris, Executive Director 
Illinois Fire Inspectors Association
rmorris464@comcast.net 

Michael T. Schmitt, Deputy Executive Director 
Highland Park Fire Department
schmittylgfd@yahoo.com

James Brown, President
New Lenox Fire Protection District 
James.Brown@illinoisfireinspectors.org 

Jay Atherton, Vice President
Palatine Fire Department
jatherton@palatine.il.us

Mike Rons, Treasurer
Schaumburg Fire Department
mrons@schaumburg.com

Mary Kay Ludemann, Secretary
Plainfield Fire Protection District
mkludemann@plainfieldfpd.com

Jack Janozik, Past President 
Oak Forest Fire Department 
Jack.Janozik@illinoisfireinspectors.org 

Board of Directors 

Follow us! 

@Ill_Fire_Insp
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2021 IFIA Conference Week at a Glance
Monday  |  0900 - 1315

0900  Opening remarks

0920   What’s the Big Deal About Community Risk Reduction?                                                                             
Beverly Walker

1215  Round Table: Community Risk Reduction Programs and Tools
 Sponsored by Infinite Command

Tuesday  |  0900 - 1200

0900   Motivating for Behavior Change – Why Don’t People Do What We Want Them To Do?                       
Meredith Hawes

1035  Presenting Virtually Anywhere                                                                                                                         
 Brene Duggins

Wednesday  |  0900 - 1200

0900  Effective Social Media 
 Trooper Tracy Lillard

1035  Vision 20/20, An Illinois Model 
 Steve Hrustich

Thursday  |  0900 - 1300

0900  Solar Plan Review  
 Robert Hattier

1035  Fire Pumps – What You Need to Know 
 Vince Rodriguez and Nichole Fraley

1200  Round table: Incentivizing Fire Protection Systems through Federal & Local Offerings 
 Sponsored by Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board

Friday  |  0900 - 1300

0900  NFPA 72 Updates 
 Warren Olsen

1035  Flammable Refrigerants 
 Mike Toika

1200  Round Table: Why is Fire Alarm Monitoring Important?
 Sponsored by Underwriters Laboratories



INSPECT
TO

PROTECT
Proper inspection, testing  

and maintenance of fire  
sprinklers in your community's

buildings ensures operation  
in the event of fires.

Proper inspection, testing  
and maintenance of fire  

sprinklers in your community's
buildings ensures operation  

in the event of fires.

Fire sprinklers provide the greatest fire protec-
tion for the buildings in your community. They 
control a fire while it's still small and allow occu-
pants to safely escape.

However, just like other systems in a building,  
it's essential that a fire sprinkler system is  
inspected, tested, and maintained (ITM) to keep 
it properly operating.

Illinois state code, NFPA 101: Life Safety Code  
(2015 edition), requires all automatic fire  
sprinkler systems, standpipe systems, and fire 
pumps to follow ITM procedures according to 
the NFPA 25 standard. Building owners must  
utilize an inspector or company that is NICET 
Level II certified and/or trained through an  
approved apprentice program to comply with  
Illinois state law (225 ILCS 317/1).

Don't let a devastating fire happen in your com-
munity. Ensure your local building owners and 
managers comply with state requirements by  
incorporating fire sprinkler system ITM programs 
in their buildings.

©2021, Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board. All rights reserved. A not-for-profit organization.

For more information about fire sprinkler ITM: 

 FireSprinklerTesting.org
(708) 403-4468
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2021 Illinois Fire Inspectors Association Conference Schedule
ICC Preferred Provider CEUs have been applied for.

Monday, March 22
0900  Opening remarks

0920   What’s the Big Deal About Community Risk Reduction (CRR)?
 Beverly Walker

Fire and life safety organizations are a buzz today with talk about CRR.  What is this all about? Is 
this simply a new title for an old concept? Or is it a new way of approaching a reduction in injuries 
and deaths in our communities, and within our profession? This workshop will provide an overview 
of community risk reduction and the philosophy surrounding this effective process. Participants will 
preview the components of the CRR process and examine some of the benefits and challenges of this 
new approach to keeping communities, and ourselves safe.

1215    Round Table: Community Risk Reduction Programs and Tool 
Sponsored by Infinite Command 
Like the many Community Risk Reduction (CRR) programs that you may tailor for your community, set-
ting proper expectations, having an efficient process, continuously measuring progress, and smartly ad-
justing for better results are all vital components to success. Fire prevention and code enforcement are 
among our more complex and longest-running CRR efforts, and a mature example to model (set expec-
tations, measure progress, adapt, repeat). This one-hour session explores a variety of CRR programs and 
innovative tools that help you easily manage those vital aspects of successful risk reduction initiatives.  

1315 End of day

Tuesday, March 23
0900 Motivating for Behavior Change – Why Don’t People Do What We Want Them To Do?
 Meredith Hawes

This interactive workshop teaches fire and life safety educators about how people assess and navigate 
risk and how to engage their community members for healthy behavior change. Topics include how to 
use the Health Belief Model and Motivational Interviewing strategies for reaching people with fire & life 
safety prevention messages.   

1025 Break

1035 Presenting Virtually Anywhere
 Brene Duggins

Looking for innovative ideas to take your virtual presentations to the next level? Join Ms. D as she 
covers tools, ideas and examples to spice up those virtual presentations both live and recorded. 

Noon End of day
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Wednesday, March 24
0900 Effective Social Media
 Trooper Tracy 

Sergeant Lillard (AKA Trooper Tracy) will explain three ways to have effective social media platforms.  
Social media can be used to educate the public, provide emergency information to the masses quickly, 
and showcase what an agency is doing. It can also be used as a resource for citizens, first responders, 
and news outlets such as radio, television and newspapers.

1025 Break

1035 Vision 20/20 An Illinois Model
 Steve Hrustich

Participants will engage in discussion on the benefits and components of a Statewide Community Risk 
Reduction (CRR) model for the State of Illinois. Examining lessons learned from other State models and 
specific nuances within their State and how they affect and impact overall success from a statewide 
perspective. Participants will develop an understanding of driving forces within Illinois and specific 
resources and tool development to assist local fire departments in CRR planning.

Noon End of day
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Thursday, March 25
0900 Solar Plan Review
 Robert Hattier

The Illinois IBEW Renewable Energy Fund provides workforce development training in Solar Energy 
Technology. One facet of this training program involves outreach to allied professionals, specifically 
Electrical Inspectors and Fire Departments. The presentation combines these two presentations to 
address Fire Inspector concerns, and to raise awareness about residential solar electric systems. Due to 
robust state incentives, Illinois has benefitted from a rapid adoption of solar electric technologies with 
or without energy storage, and is positioned to be a leader in the Midwest moving forward. Structures 
that have renewable energy systems deployed on or in them can create challenges to first responders 
and the current electrical and fire codes have addressed these issues. This program is designed to bring 
allied professionals up to speed on current technologies and to encourage municipalities to adopt the 
most recent codes to ensure public safety. 

1025 Break

1035 Fire Pumps – What You Need to Know
 Vince Rodriguez

Our goal in the class is to provide a better understanding of fire pump installations, fire pump testing, 
and code requirements of pass/fail criteria for fire pump applications.

1200    Round table: Incentivizing Fire Protection Systems through Federal & Local Offerings
Sponsored by Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board
This round table discussion will cover: 
(1)  recently updated federal tax incentives available to help commercial businesses fully expense the 

retrofit/upgrade of fire protection systems (fire sprinklers and alarms) within the first year; 
(2)  grant and tax rebate programs established by Illinois jurisdictions to encourage retrofit/upgrade of 

fire protection systems in commercial businesses; and
(3)  grant and tax rebate programs established by Illinois jurisdictions to encourage home fire sprinkler 

installations.

1300  End of day

 c
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Aishling Companion Home Care
www.aishlingcare.com

Fire Safety Consultants Incorporated
www.firesafetyfsci.com

Illinois Fire Safety Alliance
www.ifsa.org

Infinite Command 
www.infinitecommand.com

Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board
www.firesprinklerassoc.org

Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Initiative  
www.nifsi.org

Sprinkler Fitters Local 669
www.sprinklerfitters669.org

Underwriters Laboratories
www.ul.com

Thank you to our sponsors!

mailto:www.aishlingcare.com?subject=
mailto:www.firesafetyfsci.com?subject=
mailto:www.ifsa.org?subject=
mailto:www.infinitecommand.com?subject=
mailto:www.firesprinklerassoc.org?subject=
mailto:www.nifsi.org?subject=
mailto:www.sprinklerfitters669.org?subject=
mailto:www.ul.com?subject=


FIRE SPRINKLER DEMO  
& TRAINING TRAILERS:

SEEING IS BELIEVING.
The best way to convince people the effective-
ness of fire sprinklers against fire is to show 
them. That’s why the Illinois Fire Inspectors 
Association (IFIA) and Northern Illinois Fire 
Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB) offer 3 fire 
sprinkler demonstration trailers for use by fire 
officials and fire safety advocates. 
Use the trailers for fire sprinkler demonstrations at 
public events and village or fire district board meet-
ings. Or use the valve training trailer for hands-on fire 
service training for each shift at the fire station.

NIFSAB will tow the trailers to the site and provide  
fire sprinklers and all materials for burn demos  
FREE OF CHARGE. And, NIFSAB will even donate funds 
to the IFIA for each trailer rental.

Standard IFIA Demo Trailer 
Burn room featuring residential sprinkler

Reservation Contact:  NIFSAB (Erik Hoffer)  
 708-403-4468, erik@nifsab.org
Water / Electric:  Tank & pump or FDC / Electric needed

IFIA Demo & Valve 
Training Trailer
Burn room featuring 
residential sprinkler, along 
with commercial valves for training

Reservation Contact:  NIFSAB (Erik Hoffer) 
 708-403-4468, erik@nifsab.org
Water / Electric:  FDC only / Electric needed

IFIA Hotbox Demo Trailer
Burn room featuring residential sprinkler  

(remote-controlled)
Reservation Contact:  Monica Halverson, (224) 387-3340 
 ifiafire@illinoisfireinspectors.org
Pick-Up Location:  Illinois Fire Inspectors Association,  
 426 W. Northwest Hwy., Mt. Prospect, IL
Water / Electric:  Tank & pump (electric needed to charge  
 battery) or garden hose

PARTNERS IN PREVENTION







Training Info: 1.5-hour sessions with dry, preaction and 
home fire sprinkler systems Learn how each system op-
erates, when it has tripped, and how to shut it down and 
prepare it for service restoration.
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Friday, March 26
0900 NFPA 72 Updates
 Warren Olsen

This presentation looks at the many changes that will be incorporated into the 2022 edition of NFPA 
72, National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code.  Set to be accepted at the 2021 NFPA Annual Conference 
and Exposition in Las Vegas, the newest edition of NFPA 72 will address cybersecurity concerns as they  
relate to access fire and life safety equipment, and make revisions and clarifications to more than 200 
areas of the code many of which will be discussed during the presentation.  The code changes will affect 
users of the code including designers, installers, testing and maintenance personnel, and authorities 
having jurisdiction.

1025 Break

1035 Flammable Refrigerants
 Mike Toika

Everyone has contact with refrigerants whether in the workplace or the home. Over the years, hazards 
associated with refrigerants have been extremely low. However, in the past 30 years a push has started 
to re-engineer refrigerants to be globally friendly. These changes in the properties of refrigerants 
have created a higher level of hazard for the public, and fire service in general. This class will cover the 
evolution of refrigerants, the global aspects creating the changes, and what the fire service needs to 
know. As Code Officials it is now more important as ever that we identify these refrigerants and educate 
the public on the new hazards of these refrigerants.

1200    Roundtable: Why is Fire Alarm Monitoring Important? 
Sponsored by Underwriters Laboratories
This presentation will cover the importance of Fire Alarm Monitoring and when done properly can 
address ongoing trouble signals, and even save lives. We will cover the differences in the types of Off 
Premise Monitoring as described in NFPA 72 Chapter 26. 
Click here overview of this subject for review prior to the presentation   

1300   End the conference 

Thank you for attending!!

Upcoming Training Class

Fire Inspector 1 Certification Class 
New Lenox 
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Register at www.IllinoisFireInspectors.org

https://collateral-library-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/asset_file/attachment/27862/DS-v2-BLST_316_Solutions_for_Central_Service_Fire_Alarm_Monitoring_Decision_Tree-v2.pdf
http:// www.IllinoisFireInspectors.org


Chapter 9, Fire Protection Systems of the 
2018 International Fire Code requires water 
based fire protection systems to be inspected, 
tested and maintained at regular intervals in 
accordance with NFPA 25: Standard for the 
Inspection, Testing and Maintenance code 
objectives for 2021 of Water-Based Fire 
Protection Systems.

Regular testing is also required through the 
Illinois Office of the State Fire Marshal’s 
adoption of NFPA 101: Life Safety Code, 
Section 9.11.1 (2015 edition). All automatic 
fire sprinkler systems, stand-pipe systems and 
fire pumps must be inspected and maintained 
in accordance with NFPA 25.

Any company must be licensed by the State 
Fire Marshal and anyone testing a fire sprin-
kler system, standpipe or fire pump must be a 
NICET II trained individual or trained through 
a Dept of Labor Apprentice Program. Illinois 
state law, 225ILCS 317/15 (h), requires a copy 
of all fire sprinkler system inspection reports to 
be submitted to local fire officials having juris-
diction.

Are you checking these items before work be-
gins? Stop any job violating this state law and/
or call the state fire marshal.

 PROTECT YOUR BUSINESSES &  1ST RESPONDERS
Code Objectives for 2021

Regular Fire Sprinkler Testing 
is Required by the International Fire Code

Fire Inspection Specialist Bob Kleinheinz of the Lake Zurich Fire 
Protection District and President of the Northern Illinois Fire Inspectors 
Association

See below for more information, training classes 
and code support:
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Brene Duggins
Brene Duggins is the Fire Prevention Coordinator/Firefighter at Holly Grove Fire Department in Lexington, NC. 
During her 18 years as a volunteer in the fire service, she has shared her passion for technology and education 
across not only the state of North Carolina but across the East Coast teaching the public as well as Fire Service 
Personnel to enhance their own programs through the integration of technology. Most recently she has started 
Ms. D's Virtual PD, which is a virtual professional development training program that combines live training 
sessions and on-demand training opportunities for public school personnel and fire service personnel. 
Brene is the Chair of the NC Eastern Region Fire and Life Safety Educators Association and also is the 
Secretary of the North Carolina Fire and Life 
Safety Educator Association State Council. Her 
day job is as the Media Coordinator at Oak Grove 
High School in Davidson County, NC, and she is 
also a Past President of the North Carolina School 
Library Association.   

Nichole Fraley
Nichole Fraley has over 20 years of experience 
specifically in fire pump and sprinkler systems, 
and is also NICET certified in Fire Protection Water 
Based System Layout level II and Inspection and 
Testing of Water Based Systems level II. She is a 
State of Michigan approved instructor to provide 
training courses and has been licensed in fire 
protection in 4 states. She is currently the most 
recent Past-President of her local SFPE chapter 
in Michigan, a proud mother of two wonderful 
children, and enjoys outdoor activities such as 
snowmobiling in the winter, walleye fishing in the 
Spring, and lake-life in the summer.

Robert Hattier
Robert Hattier is a Business Representative for 
IBEW Local 134 and the master trainer for the 
IBEW Renewable Energy Fund. During his 20 years 
in the solar industry, he has been involved with 
numerous renewable energy projects ranging 
from off grid cabins to residential, commercial and 
utility scale interactive systems. These systems 
ranged in size from 200 Watts to 10 Megawatts. 
Hattier, a Supervising Electrician, holds many 
industry specific credentials including North 
American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners 
PV Installation Professional, PV Technical 
Sales Professional and PV System Inspector 
certifications. Additionally, he is the only Interstate 
Renewable Energy Council PV Master Trainer 
in the Midwest. Along with renewable energy 
classes, Bob teaches courses on Energy Storage, 
Electric Vehicle Charging and Green Building 
throughout the region.
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IN SOLIDARITY!
The Officers and Members

of Local 669

Road Sprinkler Fitters Local Union 669
7050 Oakland Mills Road • Suite 200

Columbia, Maryland 21046
(410) 381-4300

ROBERT J. COOPER, JR.
Secretary-Treasurer

THOMAS D. JARNIGAN
Vice President

DARREN T. RAMBO
Business Agent

BRIAN E. FISHER
President-Organizer

ROBERT D. JOHNSON
Assistant Business Manager

BRIAN W. DUNN
Business Manager

        KEITH A. WOLLER
          Business Agent
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Meredith Hawes
Meredith is an NFPA Public Education Specialist for 16 states. Meredith earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Child 
Development from Central Michigan University, has a current Michigan Teaching Certification for K-8, and is 
currently enrolled in a Master’s Degree program from Central Michigan University. Her work experience ranges 
from non-profit administration, corporate training, and public education on a local, state, and national level.
Meredith is a member of the Aging and Disability Resource Collaborative of Northwest Michigan’s Steering 
Committee, the Coordinator of the Traverse Bay Area Hoarding Task Force, and she serves on the Board of 
Governors for the National Cherry Festival.  
Meredith and her Fire Department were awarded the Rolf Jensen Award from the NFPA, and have been 
recognized by the University of Michigan Burn Center for innovative programs in public education. Meredith 
was also presented the Public Fire Educator of the Year Award from the Michigan Fire Inspector’s Society.  

Steve Hrustich
Chief Hrustich is a 35-year veteran of the fire service and currently serves as the Program Manager for Vision 
20/20, a national consortium of forward-thinking organizations focused on the integration of Community Risk 
Reduction across the U.S. fire service. Previously, he served as Assistant Chief / Fire Marshal of the Community 
Risk Reduction Division of Gwinnett County Department of Fire and Emergency Services in the metro Atlanta 
area and also spent 28 years in the fire service in New York, and retired as fire chief of multiple career 
departments. Chief Hrustich is a graduate of the Executive Fire Officer program, dual designate as a Chief Fire 
Officer and Fire Marshal from CPSE and a member of the Institution of Fire Engineers (MIFireE). He holds a MS 
in Executive Fire Leadership from Grand Canyon University, a BS in Computer Science/Mathematics and an AS 
in Fire Science, both from Binghamton University. Chief Hrustich is an instructor and course developer for the 
fire prevention and leadership curriculum at the National Fire Academy and frequently presents on CRR, fire & 
life safety and fire leadership topics across the nation. 

Tracy Lillard
Sergeant Tracy Lillard is the Illinois State Police Statewide Social Media Coordinator and received her Bachelors 
from Illinois State University in Criminal Justice. Tracy graduated from the Illinois State Police Academy in 2001, 
a dream of hers since 5th grade. She spent 12 years on patrol and 6 years as a Safety Education Officer. Tracy 
uses her platforms on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat to promote the Illinois State Police safety 
messages regarding speeding, DUI, seat belts, and distracted driving. She resides in rural Champaign County 
with her husband, a State Police Master Sergeant and former K-9 Handler, and their three young daughters. 
They enjoy cooking, yard work, beekeeping, entertaining guests, and watching reality television. She can be 
contacted at tracy.lillard@illinois.gov.  

Warren E. Olsen 
Warren Olsen has spent more than 45 years in fire protection.  He is a retired Battalion Chief from the Hoffman 
Estates Fire Department which is located in suburban Chicago where he served for more than 30 years.  
Since 1979 he has also worked as a fire protection consultant.  Currently, he is the Vice President of the Building 
and Life Safety Division for the consulting firm of Fire Safety Consultants which is located in Elgin, IL.  Warren is 
a Certified Fire Protection Specialist and a Certified Building Code Official.   
Warren is the past chairperson of Chapter 26, Technical Committee on Supervising Station Alarm Systems for 
NFPA 72, and also serves on Chapter 18, Notification Appliances, NFPA 3 and NFPA 4.  He teaches National Fire 
Alarm and Signaling Code and Water-Based Sprinkler System Inspection seminars nationally and internationally 
for NFPA.   
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Vincent Rodriguez 
Vince presently manages the service department and oversee the entire Sales, Service, and Administration 
portion of Apex Pumping Equipment Inc., which is engaged in installing and maintaining fire pumps, drivers 
(motor and engines) and controllers, both electric and diesel. Apex commissions approximately 125 fire pump 
packages (pump, motor, and controller) in a given year, and conducts approximately 2,100 annual fire pump 
tests in the Chicago land area per year. 
Rodriguez has been performing fire pump testing and working in fire sprinkler rooms on high rises and 
commercial buildings since 1993. Rodriguez has been personally responsible for training the Chicago Fire 
Prevention Bureau for the past ten (10) years. Rodriguez has become a recognized trainer in the industry. 
Rodriguez’s passion for this industry has been, and continues to be, demonstrated through a willingness to 
enlighten and train individuals even while conducting fire pump tests, never turning away a question from an 
owner, AHJ, or fire inspector! 

Mike Toika
Mike began his Public Service Career in 1978 with the Addison Fire Protection District #1 as a 911 Dispatcher. In 
1985 Mike moved to the fire suppression side of the industry as a Firefighter/Paramedic with Addison. 
During his tenure Mike has been active in Public Education, CPR Instruction, Training Division, Community 
Emergency Response Team (C.E.R.T) Instruction, and the Fire Prevention Bureau.  Mike’s involvement in the 
Fire Prevention Bureau began in 1993 as a part time Fire Inspector for the Addison Fire District Fire Prevention 
Bureau. In 2003 Mike was promoted to Lieutenant and remained active in his Fire Prevention.
In 2011 Mike retired as a Lieutenant/Paramedic with Addison Fire District and was then hired to serve as 
Addison Fire Districts full-time Fire Marshal. Mike’s duties now include overseeing a full-time fire prevention 
bureau, performing building and life safety plan reviews on all construction projects within the Fire District’s 
jurisdiction, and liaison to the Village of Addison.
Mike is a National Fire Protection Association Certified Fire Plan Examiner, NFPA Certified Fire Protection 
Specialist, served as the State Representative on the Vision 20/20 Initiative, and served on the Illinois Fire 
Inspectors Association Board of Directors from 2011 to 2015.

Beverley Walker 
Beverley Walker serves as the Director of the Fire and Emergency Services Administration degree program at 
East Georgia State College in Swainsboro, Georgia. Beverley has 25 years of experience as a career firefighter 
and fire officer, serving in a variety of roles and responsibilities with a major focus in the area of community risk 
reduction. Beverley has a Master’s of Science degree in Public Administration, as well as a Masters of Education.  
She is a graduate of the Executive Fire Officer Program at the National Fire Academy. Beverley has been 
involved in instructional design and curriculum development for the Georgia Fire Academy and the National 
Fire Academy. She is a contract instructor for the National Fire Academy as well. Beverley has been a technical 
writer for several training publications, and is a contributing author to the textbook Firefighter Safety and 
Survival by Ford. She recently served as the Validation Committee chairperson for the IFSTA Fire and Life Safety 
Educator textbook 4th Edition. She is a native of the State of Georgia and presently lives in the small southern 
town of Swainsboro.
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CARES ACT 
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act closed a loophole that was included in the TCJA by 
making QIP 15-year property. This change made businesses 
of all sizes, regardless of the amounts spent on equipment, 
eligible to deduct the full cost of commercial fire sprinkler 
systems using bonus depreciation.  
 
The time is now to upgrade your building's fire safety with a 
fire sprinkler system or a sprinkler retrofit. Under the new 
Section 179 guidelines, the one year deduction period 
phases out after 2022. Any new sprinkler system or retrofit 
completed between September 27, 2017 and December 31, 
2022 will be able to be fully expensed in one year. After 
2022, the allowed deduction percentage is as follows:   
 
 
 
2027 and after: The depreciation schedule becomes 
permanently set at 15 years. 
 
WHAT IS QIP? 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA), passed in December, 
2017, gave small businesses the ability to deduct the full cost 
of Qualified Improvement Property (QIP) up to $1.04 million in 
the year of installation using Section 179.  
 
QIP is defined as improvements to the interior of an existing 
building that is not residential property. Commercial fire 
sprinkler systems, including upgrades of existing systems or 
retrofitting in existing structures, are considered QIP.  

The Section 179 deduction is not phased out over time. 
However, there is a phase out of the amount allowed as a 
deduction based on a maximum spending amount of $2.59 
million on equipment in a year. Businesses that spend over 
that amount will see a dollar for dollar reduction of their 
eligible deduction. So a business that spends $3.63 million 
or more on equipment in a given year would not be allowed 
any Section 179 Deduction.  
 
WHAT HAS CHANGED? 
Prior to the TCJA allowing Section 179 on qualified 
improvement property, including sprinkler systems, property 
of this type was only allowed a deduction on a straight line 
basis over a period of 39 years. In other words, a company 
spending $390,000 on a commercial sprinkler system prior 
to the TCJA would only deduct $10,000 per year for 39 
years.  
 
While many believe that the intention of Congress was to 
make Qualified Improvement Property 15-year property, 
which would have made this property eligible for bonus 
depreciation, the TCJA left the life of this property at 39 
years. So, a taxpayer who did not elect to use the Section 
179 Deduction or who has that deduction phased out would 
have been left to depreciate the remaining balance of the 
assets over a 39-year period.   
 
Neither of these deductions is currently available for fire 
sprinkler systems installed in residential high rises. The 
National Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA) continues to fight 
to obtain incentives for residential structures.

For more information on how these tax incentives might 
impact the business of your contractors, we would 
recommend that they contact their tax professionals, as 
situations differ based on the facts and circumstances for 
each business. As a general rule, we would not recommend 
that the Local provide tax advice to the contractors. 

CALL (708) 377-7754 OR VISIT NIFSI.ORG

2021: 100% 
2022: 100% 

2023: 80%  
2024: 60%  

2025: 40%  
2026: 20% 

100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE.  INSTALL OR RETROFIT FIRE SPRINKLERS TODAY!

DEDUCT THE FULL COST OF QUALIFIED IMPROVEMENT PROPERTY!


