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Note a change in our mini seminar this month. The 
session will still be held on April 28th, but it will be held at 
Top Golf in Naperville, at 3211 Odyssey Ct. Retired Chief 
Alan Purdue, of the Safer Building Coalition, will discuss the 
issue of in-building communication. In addition to the fire 
service, this is an event that is of importance to police and 
PSAP agencies, so invite them. The regular fee of $50 will 

include the seminar, AND time at the protected driving range. Now is the time to get this year’s golf game ready. 
  
About a week later on May 4th, we will hold a full day seminar at Medinah Shriners, on Outdoor Events. This will be 
presented by Curt Shires, Fire Marshal for the Glenside Fire Protection District, and Bill Steckling Event Logistics 
Manager Classic Party Rentals. Bill has traveled the country managing temporary and permanent installations 
ranging from small to large, including Super Bowl, Kentucky Derby, and corporate and private events ranging from 
days to months. See the attachments for additional information on either of these classes. To register, sign up 
through our website. 
  
We can close the book on another great Combined Conference. This year’s conference brought us hosting at Par-A-
Dice Hotel for the first time, and registration of close to 120 people – the largest in many years. This is very good 
news for our association. Hopefully our attendance will continue to go up. Many positive comments were heard from 
attendee’s. 
  
We could not have kicked off the Conference off better than by having Tim Sandelbach, editor of Firehouse 
Magazine, as our key note speaker for the morning. Thank you to all who attended, and to the vendors and 
sponsors who helped make this event a success. A last minute addition to the conference was Russ Sanders, our 
regions rep for NFPA. In his short update he referenced a much bigger document with information from NFPA. 
Attached is the full document for you to review. 
  
If you or someone you know has a program for the 2018 conference, please let the IFIA office know. The dates for 
the 2018 conference are March 21st – 23rd. 
  
At the conference Tony Rodkey, from Countryside FPD, won the Lonnie Jackson FLSE Award. He was totally 
shocked. We are very proud to have Tony as a member. Congratulations! 
  
Mike Toika, our Legislative Representative, he has been very busy watching two bills that the IFIA is extremely 
interested in. One has to do with licensing fire alarm contractors at the various levels of work that they perform – 
install, design, inspect, etc., and he is scheduled to testify in Springfield the first week in April on this bill. The other 
has to do with making it a felony for a building owner to cause serious injury or death to a firefighter due to flagrant 
building violations which they refuse to correct in a timely manner. 
  
We have been advised that the Rules Committee has approved the requirement for continuing education hours for 
certification as a Fire Inspector. The certificate will be good for four years. Most of all State certifications are going to 
require continuing education to maintain the State certification. Recertification will follow a model used successfully 
by the fire investigators for several years. We anticipate this requirement to take effect sometime in the summer. 
  
While several members have purchased some of our old manuals and code books, we still have a supply left. We 
will be placing them on EBay soon, and most of these manual will be sold for $5 - $25. If you are interested in what 
is available, contact our office and we will supply you with a listing of the remaining books. 
  
On Thursday, May 25, at Gurnee Fire Department Station 2, 6581 Dada Drive, Fire Team USA will be offering a day 
long class on fire sprinklers. The workshop, breakfast, lunch and resource information is provided free of charge. 
For more information, and to register, log on to www.fireteamusa.com. Fire Team USA is a focus on fire sprinklers 
and the benefit to the quality of life for the community. See the attached flyer for more information. 
  
It gives the IFIA great pride to congratulate one of its own, Marsha Giesler. Marsha has been selected as the 2017 
Dr. Anne W. Phillips Leadership in Fire Safety Education Award recipient from the Congressional Fire Services 



Institute (CFSI) and the International Fire Service Training Association at Fire Protection Publications, Oklahoma 
State University (IFSTA/FPP/OSU) 
  
From the CFSI announcement of the award, they state “Marsha Giesler is the model of a local fire safety educator 
whose excellence in program design and implementation has transcended well beyond her work at the local level. 
Her advocacy for fire safety education and community risk reduction has significantly impacted the state of Illinois as 
well as fire safety educators across America. 
  
Ms. Giesler’s work fulfills the spirit of Dr. Phillips’ minority report to America Burning by inspiring others to prevent 
fires as the best method to reduce burn injuries and fire loss. Her work as an excellent and enthusiastic educator 
has placed her in the position to advocate for fire prevention in Illinois and to help provide leadership and guidance 
as Illinois mandated fire safety education and community risk reduction for company officer and chief officer 
certification. Marsha can be described as a disciple of Dr. Phillips as her passion today matches the lifetime passion 
for fire safety of Dr. Phillips. 
  
Because of her creativity in developing best practices, a willingness to share ideas, and an ability to mentor and 
inspire others, Marsha’s ideas have been adopted by fire services across the country, including the NFPA Education 
Section. Marsha has served as a presenter and instructor at conferences across our country and is often a 
consultant to national and state organizations on programs and curriculum development. 
  
This is not the first national award that recognizes Marsha and her impact on fire safety education. She was named 
the NFPA Educator of the Year in 2012. Ms. Giesler is best known for authoring the respected and widely used text 
book, Fire and Life Safety Educator: Principles and Practices. The text is now in its second edition. 
  
Bill Jenaway, CFSI President; Craig Hannan, Director of Fire Protection Publications at OSU; and Mike Wieder, 
IFSTA Executive Director issued a joint statement honoring the 2017 recipient. “Marsha Giesler is a very worthy 
recipient. Her impact on fire safety education as a teacher, a mentor, and an advocate are unsurpassed. She works 
tirelessly to make her work more effective and then goes the extra mile to share her design and implementation 
expertise with others. More than that, Marsha inspires passion in others for fire safety and her work is not complete! 
She continues to work today as an educator teaching fire safety and injury prevention to preschool through high 
school students, older adults, families, and businesses in her community.” 
  
The next time you see her, make sure you congratulate her on this very prestigious honor. 
  
Hopefully the Federal Congress will approve HR1481 which will incentivize businesses to install fire sprinkler 
systems. On Thursday, March 9th, Senator Susan Collins (ME) and Senator Tom Carper (DE) introduced S. 602, 
the Fire Sprinkler Incentive Act. Congressman Tom Reed (NY-23) and Congressman Jim Langevin (RI-2) 
introduced identical legislation, H.R. 1481, in the House. The bill creates a tax incentive for building owners to 
retrofit properties with automatic fire sprinkler systems. 
  
First introduced following the deadly Station Nightclub fire in West Warwick, RI in 2003, the legislation creates a tax 
incentive for property owners to retrofit existing buildings with automatic sprinkler systems.  Specifically, the bill 
would amend the Internal Revenue Code to include automated fire sprinkler system retrofits as a section 179 
property.  This would allow small and medium-sized businesses to deduct the cost of retrofitting a building with an 
automatic sprinkler system.  Additionally, the bill would classify automated fire sprinkler system retrofits in high-rise 
buildings as a 15-year property for purposes of depreciation.  Currently, the depreciation schedule for a fire sprinkler 
retrofit is 39-years in a commercial building and 27 ½- years in a residential building.   
  
In October our annual Fire Prevention Awards luncheon is held. We know that many deserving people are in fire 
departments throughout the State; unfortunately we just do not know who those people are. If you have someone 
deserving in your organization, submit them. The awards and forms can be found at the IFIA website. 
  
The Illinois Fire Services Association runs the State Fair, the this year’s co-chairs are Phil Zaleski from the Fire 
Safety Alliance, and Terry Ford, recently retired from OSFM. While Terry was with the OSFM, he was a staple at the 
fair and pulled all of the loose ends together. If anyone would like to join this committee to help spread the fire safety 
message, contact the IFIA office. 
  
Note the April monthly ICC report that is attached. 
  



Take note of the recalls done by the Consumer Product Safety Commission: 
  

• Battery Chargers for XBOX ONE Video Game Controllers Recalled by Performance Designed Products Due to 
Burn Hazard: https://cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/Battery-Chargers-for-XBOX-ONE-Video-Game-Controllers-Recalled-
by-Performance-Designed-Products 

• LIVLY Recalls Children’s Sleepwear Due to Violation of Federal Flammability 
Standard: https://cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/LIVLY-Recalls-Childrens-Sleepwear 

• Polaris Recalls Sportsman 850 and 1000 All-Terrain Vehicles Due to Burn and Fire 
Hazards: https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/Polaris-Recalls-Sportsman-850-and-1000-All-Terrain-Vehicles 

• Look Cycle Recalls Aerostems and Road Bikes Due to Fall, Crash Hazards: https://cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/Look-
Cycle-Recalls-Aerostems--and-Road-Bikes 

• Target Recalls Magnetic Tic Tac Toe Games Due to Choking and Magnet Ingestion 
Hazards: https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/Target-Recalls-Magnetic-Tic-Tac-Toe-Games 

• Juratoys Recalls Toy Trolleys Due to Impact Injury Hazard: https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/Juratoys-Recalls-
Toy-Trolleys 

• Fred Meyer Recalls Children’s Hooded Sweatshirts and Girls Bomber Jackets Due to Choking and Laceration 
Hazards: https://cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/Fred-Meyer-Recalls-Childrens-Hooded-Sweatshirts-and-Girls-Bomber-
Jackets 

 
 
Check the website for the following upcoming events: 
April 28 – mini seminar on emergency radio operability in larger buildings, and a social event at 
                 Top Golf in Naperville 
May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 – Fire Inspector 2 class 
May 4 – outdoor events 
June 12, 13, 14, 19 & 20, 2017 – FSLE class 
June 23 – monthly mini seminar and meeting 
Aug 20 – IFIA State Fair day 
  
  
Until next month… 
 


